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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: This study aims to elucidate the rhetorical function of the precedence and
Research Article postponement of the complement to the phrase “bima ta‘malun/ya‘malun”

in relation to the Divine Attributes in the Qur’an, drawing on Abd al-Qahir
al-Jurjani’s Theory of Nazm. The significance of this topic lies in the fact
that, despite the centrality of this phenomenon in Arabic rhetoric, it is often

Article history: treated merely as a grammatical rule, while its systematic semantic

Received 2025 Oct 09 functions and its relationship to the Divine Attributes have not been
Received in revised form 2025 independently and comparatively investigated. The study employs a

Nov 28 comprehensive inductive approach to examine 51 instances in the relevant
Accepted 2026 Feb 22 Qur’anic verses. Through a structural analysis of these instances, including

Published online 2026 Mar 25 36 cases of prgcedgnce and 15 cases of postponement, two distinct semantic
patterns were identified. In the “precedence of the complement” pattern, the
rhetorical purpose centers on care and attention, with the predicates (Divine
Attributes) being based on the self-evident premise of God’s knowledge,
thereby directing the addressee’s attention to the significance of human
action. In the “postponement of the complement” pattern, which results in
the precedence of the predicate, the discourse shifts from general attention
to the purpose of warning and threat, emphasizing the comprehensiveness
and certainty of God’s knowledge in admonitory contexts. The findings

Keywords: indicate that this structural duality does not alter the reality of Divine

Quranic Rhetoric, Precedence Knowledge; rather, it functions as a precise device for regulating the

and Postponement, Al-Jurjani’s  addressee’s level of attention between the importance of human action and

Theory of Construction (Nazm), the power of Divine Knowledge. Thus, it provides a complementary

Divine Attributes, Bima interpretation of the Theory of Nazm by combining the general purpose of

Ta’malun/Ya’malun. care and attention with the specific purpose of warning.
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