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Westernization, defined as the imitation of Western intellectual models and values
without reflecting on their merits and drawbacks, is a major issue in developing and
Third World countries, as it can lead to identity crises and confusion. Jokha Al-
Harthi's novel Harir al-Ghazala depicts the effects of Westernization on
interpersonal relationships in Oman amid the tension between tradition and
modernity. Using Norman Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis, this study
examines Westernization in the novel at the levels of description, interpretation, and
explanation. At the descriptive level, semantic relations show that Western-oriented
relationships create severe psychological vulnerability; declarative and interrogative
sentences, along with positive active verbs, indicate that Western culture promotes
irresponsibility within the family and contributes to its disintegration; and
metaphorical language presents the family as an obstacle to progress that is rejected
by Western culture. At the interpretive level, the situational context shows that
excessive imitation of Western values leads to mental disorders, while the
intertextual context reveals a shared critique of Westernization in Harir al-Ghazala
and Al-Harthi's other work, Celestial Bodies. At the explanatory level, the discourse
of Westernization in Omani society emerges gradually: traditional thought initially
limited interest in Western modernity; pressure resulting from traditional restrictions
then encouraged the acceptance of modernity in pursuit of individual freedom; and,
finally, excessive attachment to individualistic Western values produced the
discourse of Westernization.
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