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Abi Bakr Muhammad ibn Khalaf ibn Marzban, considered a successor to
the tradition of Ibn al-Mugqaffa‘ and Ibn Qutaybah in the fields of translation
and Arabic prose, is recognized as a prolific writer of the 3rd century Hijri.
In one of his treatises, employing a satirical, critical, and allegorical style,
he enumerates the virtues of dogs in contrast to the moral vices of certain
humans, particularly the hypocrites, pretenders to piety, and ostentatious
jurists. In the treatise "Fadl al-Kilab ‘ala Kathir:: Mimma Labisa al-Thiyab"
(The Superiority of Dogs Over Many Who Wear Clothes), this Iranian
author praises values such as loyalty, humility, honesty, and purity in dogs,
deeming them superior to the reprehensible conduct of superficial human
beings, utilizing a comparative structure and literary language. This article
endeavors to introduce the life and literary standing of this lesser-known
figure, seeking traces of him in biographical compendiums. It then offers a
brief overview of the treatise's structure and content, examines its ethical
and social themes, and assesses the place of this text within the tradition of
Islamic allegorical literature. The findings indicate that Ibn Marzuban, with
a biting yet instructive tone, challenged the prevailing standards of virtue in
Abbasid society and proposed a reconsideration of human values.
Furthermore, a deeper understanding of the social and literary context of the
Abbasid era and the position of this text within the tradition of Arabic prose
have been among the outcomes of this research.
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