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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: This study examines the symbolic significance of character names in Bashar
Research Article Khalfan’s novel, “The Story of Hunger and Fullness” (also known as Sirah

al-Jou’ wa al-Shaba’ or Dilshad). Character naming is a crucial narrative
element, playing a decisive role in conveying concepts, representing
identities, and shaping the plot. In Khalfan’s novel, character names

Article history: transcend mere labels, carrying rich cultural, social, and symbolic

Received 2025 Sept 06 connotations that connect deeply with the historical and ethnic context.
Received in revised form 2025 Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this research investigates the

Oct 20 names of the main and secondary characters, exploring the relationship
Accepted 2025 Nov 20 between these names, their roles, and the overall narrative progression.

Published online 2025 Dec 06 Characters were selected based on their impact on advancing the plot,
followed by an analysis of their names in relation to the novel’s themes,
social milieu, ethnic diversity, and the text’s semantic layers. The findings
reveal that the variety in names and the representation of ethnic diversity
within the novel’s depicted society have contributed to a rich tapestry of
characters. Naming, therefore, functions as a narrative device to highlight
diverse social identities and voices. Furthermore, the chosen names align
with the actors’ roles and the trajectory of narrative developments,

Keywords: enhancing the work’s symbolic and semantic weight. Ultimately, this study
Character Naming, Symbolism,  addresses the question: What are the most significant symbolic functions of
Narrative Structure, Bashar character names in Bashar Khalfan’s “The Story of Hunger and Fullness,”

Khalfan, “The Story of Hunger =~ and how do they contribute to the novel’s thematic depth and
and Fullness”, Characterization.  characterization?
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