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Stream of consciousness is a narrative technique through which the author
conveys the characters’ thoughts, feelings, emotions, and inner mental state
exactly as they flow in their minds, thereby minimizing the author’s direct
intervention in the narration. In this method, the author employs various
devices to present characters to the reader, such as: direct and indirect
interior monologue, limited third-person narration, private speech
(soliloquy), poetic diction, linguistic fragmentation, and specific
characterization. This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology
to examine the components of stream of consciousness in Naguib
Mahfouz’s story, The Day the Leader Was Killed. The research findings
reveal that Mahfouz utilizes stream of consciousness techniques—including
direct and indirect interior monologue, soliloquy, limited narration, poetic
elements, and the use of frustrated and troubled characters—to vividly
portray and describe the tumultuous state of Egyptian society during the era
of Anwar Sadat, which was grappling with severe political and economic
crises. Furthermore, Mahfouz successfully reflects the characters’ internal
feelings through the skillful use of these narrative elements.
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